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INTRODUCTION 1

INTRODUCTION

Early 1996 saw construction begin on several highly visible projects in downtown Milwaukee: the
Wisconsin Center, The Humprhrey IMAX Theater, the RiverWalk, among others. As construction pro-
ceeded, downtown business people, organizations, and elected officials began to ask questions like “How
can the spin-off benefits of these projects can be maximized?” and “What should be done next to continue
the redevelopment of Downtown?”

At the same time, public officials were aware that key Downtown planning and policy documents
needed to be created or revised to reflect the new projects and the changing conditions in both the local
and national markets for retail and office space and downtown housing. A planning partnership composed
of the City of Milwaukee, the Wisconsin Center District Board and the Milwaukee Redevelopment Corpo-
ration (MRC), the not-for-profit downtown development corporation formed by Milwaukee’s business com-
munity, concluded that a new plan was needed to provide a blueprint for the further development of
Downtown and to identify the specific actions which should be taken to foster that development.

In the spring of 1997, the partnership retained a consultant team led by A. Nelessen Associates of
Princeton, New Jersey, to assist the community in preparing the plan. The other members of the consultant
team are identified in the Acknowledgments section in the back of this document. This document is an
overview and summary of the Downtown Plan that resulted from the efforts of the consultants, technical
staff from the city and MRC, and the people who live, work, learn, and visit of Downtown Milwaukee.
Readers should refer to the full plan and supporting documentation for detailed information regarding the
plan.
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